Computer methods, uremic encephalopathy, and adequacy of dialysis.
It has been recognized for over 30 years that increased renal dysfunction results in increased slow wave activity in the EEG generally prior to the clinical appearance of disabling, dialysis-responsive encephalopathic symptoms of clinical uremia. This paper describes computerized methods that have been used to quantify this slow wave activity and the results of studies that have employed such computerized techniques. Practical information is furnished to guide those who wish to use these methods in their own research and practice. A survey of the limitations and pitfalls inherent in the various techniques is given. A prospectus outlines possible future directions in the field.